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the	truth,	to	sow	God’s	good	seed,	the	
Word	of	God,	and	to	confront	religious	
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 Like many others, I have been keeping an eye 
on Hurricane Matthew, a storm that ravaged 
Haiti and the Bahamas, and was headed for 
the eastern seaboard. As of this writing, 
Matthew has finally made landfall in South 
Carolina and is predicted to move out into the 
Atlantic Ocean over the weekend. 
 
The danger of hurricanes is not just in the 
winds that accompany such storms, but also 
in the storm surge and flooding they generate. 
Hurricane Matthew was characterized as a 
Category 4 storm with winds of 140mph when 
it was passing over the islands of the 
Caribbean, but had weakened to a Category 1 
storm by the time it made landfall in the USA 
on Saturday. The storm surge originally was 
expected to be at 11 feet, but fortunately the 
storm weakened. The heavy rain that 
accompanies a hurricane also causes extensive 
flooding. Motorists have to be careful not to 
get caught on roads that can be flooded, 
causing vehicles to stall and turning those 
vehicles into islands in rivers of water.  
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Although Hurricane Matthew didn’t arrive 
in the United States with the strength earlier 
anticipated, it has done plenty of damage, 
even as it moved along the Florida coastline. 
Millions of people in the southeastern states 
are without power and at least ten deaths are 
attributed to the storm so far. In the 
Caribbean, Matthew was responsible for 
tremendous property damage and hundreds 
of deaths. 
 
We are fortunate that hurricanes, though 
larger, are more predictable than tornadoes. 
Although the path of tornadoes often seems 
to be arbitrary and unpredictable, storm 
trackers can give the public a pretty good 
idea of the general path a hurricane will 
take. For instance, Hurricane Matthew was 
predicted to pass by or make landfall on the 
eastern coast of Florida, not the western 
coast. My son David and his family, who live 
in Temple Terrace, Florida (near Tampa), 
were not instructed to evacuate, but there 
were calls for evacuation in areas on the 

“The successful warrior is the average man, with laserlike 
focus.” 

-- Bruce Lee 

“Opportunities are usually disguised as hard work, so 
most people don’t recognize them.” 

-- Ann Landers 

Notable	Quotables	
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Answer to Bible Challenge Question 
 

After presenting the blood of the first 
goat to God in the Most Holy Place, the 
high priest laid both of his hands on the 

head of the second and confessed the 
iniquities of the people (Lev. 16:20-21a). 

The goat was then taken into the 
wilderness by another man and released 

(16:21b-22).  
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had more experience with hurricanes. We came to 
realize that we were facing a real danger! 
 
There are others whose confidence in their own 
strength against temptation, against the wiles of the 
devil, is often their undoing. How many Christians, 
young and old, have foolishly downplayed the 
possibility of the temptation to commit sexual 
immorality, only to find their lives destroyed by such 
reckless folly? Paul warned against overconfidence (1 
Corinthians 10:12). How many Christians, young 
and old, have ignored the power of the leaven of sin 
and eventually have fallen prey to the lure of the 
world? 
 
Of course, there IS an element of uncertainty in 
hurricane warnings. Many people were warned 
about the danger that was Hurricane Matthew while 
it was still in the Caribbean. Some chose to ignore 
that warning and yet suffered no harm. The 
Scriptures warn us, however, about the certainty of 
the final judgment (Acts 17:30-31). 
 
We might “dodge the bullet” with respect to 
dangerous storms, but there is a storm coming for 
which there is no protection except the blood of 
Christ! No one will be able to ignore the final 
judgment ultimately. Just as with hurricanes, you 
can’t wait until the storm arrives to get prepared! 
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eastern coast of Florida. 
 
Despite the ability of weather services to give 
early warnings about the storm track, there are 
private citizens who refuse to evacuate even 
those areas expected to be directly in the path 
of the storm! They have various reasons for 
their “bravery.” 
 
Some are willing to take the chance that the 
storm will follow a different path than 
anticipated and they will be safe without 
having to evacuate. They don’t perceive in the 
storm warnings any real danger to themselves 
and so they do little or nothing to prepare. 
 
Some just don’t believe that the storm 
represents a real danger. “Some wind, some 
rain, but nothing we can’t handle.” One 
couple from Wisconsin indicated in a 
television interview that they were going to 
“ride out” the storm because they had 
weathered several snow blizzards in their 
home state. They have confidence in their own 
strength. Maybe a trip to Wikipedia would 
help them understand the difference between 
a snowstorm and a hurricane!   
 
Hurricane Katrina demonstrated that many 
people in New Orleans believed that the 
government would take care of them, and so 
they didn’t evacuate the city before the 
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hurricane struck. Although the government 
eventually helped with some supplies, those 
who depended upon the government to protect 
them from harm were sadly mistaken! 
 
For whatever reason, there always seems to be 
some people who refuse to heed the warnings 
regarding dangerous weather. They even scoff 
at the “Waffle House Index.” Waffle Houses 
are open 24/7, and so when the Waffle Houses 
in an area close because of weather, it’s 
definitely time to get out of town! 
 
There are numerous warnings in the Scriptures 
about spiritual danger and events for which we 
must be prepared. The Scriptures warn us 
about the intention of the devil (1 Peter 5:8), 
the presence of temptation (Matthew 26:41; 
Romans 13:13-14; 1 Corinthians 7:2; 1Timothy 
6:9) and the certainty of the final judgment 
(Romans 14:10-12; 2 Corinthians 5:10-11).  
 
Unfortunately, some react to biblical warnings 
in the same ways that they respond to 
warnings about dangerous weather. There are 
those who don’t believe that any danger exists 
for them despite the examples of disaster in the 
lives of others. When my family lived in the 
Port Arthur, Texas area years ago, we were 
going to stay put, despite the approach of a 
hurricane, but decided at a late hour to 
evacuate because of the advice of others who 

	
What did the high priest do with the second goat on the Day of 

Atonement? 
 

The	answer	to	this	question	is	on	the	back	page.	
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Bible Challenge Question 
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Text:		 	 	 	 	 	

Four	facts	about	the	woman	with	the	discharge	of	blood	(Mark	5):	
1.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 				2.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

3.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 				4.		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

Egyptian	cure	for	splinters:		 	 	 	 	 	and		 	 	 	 	

	 	 	 	 	 	 .	Frequent	result?		 	 	 	 	 	 	

Israel	often	associated		 	 	 	 	with		 	 	 .	

Exodus	15:26	–	“I	am	the	Lord,	your			 	 	 .”	

King	Asa’s	sickness?			 	 	 	 	 	 	 	(2	Chron.	16:12-
13)	

A	physician	mentioned	by	name	in	the	NT:		 	 	 	

Job	referred	to	his	three	friends	as		 	 	 	 	 		 	 	 .		

Jesus	didn’t	take	on	the	sicknesses	of	the	people;	He	provided	the		

	 	 	 	 	(Mt.	8:17;	Isaiah	53:4).	

Jesus	came	to	“heal”		 	 	 	 	by	means	of		 	 	 	 .	

Sermon	Notes	

The Great Physician 
By	Allen	Dvorak	

And	when	Jesus	heard	it,	he	said	to	them,	“Those	who	are		 	 	
have	no	need	of	a		 	 	 	 ,	but	those	who	are		 	 			.	I	came	

not	to	call	the		 	 	 	 ,	but		 	 	 .”		
--	Mark	2:	 ;	ESV		

	


